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You are walking out of class in 
Cardenas Hall North with a bottle of 
Coca-Cola you’ve been sipping for 
the last half-hour and just finished. 
You see a trashcan, and without 
thinking, you throw it in.
Well, think before you throw.
The Coca-Cola Co. will donate 80 
bins to the campus as part of UTB/
TSC’s recycling program, “Think 
Before You Throw,” in an effort 
to help the university community 
recycle plastic and cut down on 
trash that goes into the landfill.
The bins are expected to arrive by 
the end of the semester.
The campus recycling program 
diego lerma/collegian 
In the strIke zone
Freshman biomedical major Mitchell Amstutz, a student in UTB/TSC’s Mathematics and Science Academy, takes part in the turkey 
bowling contest during the Wacky Wednesday event on the Student Union lawn. Sixty students attended and eight teams participated 
in the event sponsored by Student Life. First place and $100 went to team Circle K; Gorgas Science Society took second and $50; and 
Genshiken won third and $25. 
Going 
greener
Coca-Cola to donate bins 
for campus recycling efforts
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
U.S. Border Patrol agents have 
followed Eloisa G. Támez and 
stopped her on the levee that lies 
on her property in El Calaboz.
Támez, program director of 
UTB/TSC’s master of science in 
nursing, is among the landowners 
who have stood up against the 
U.S. Department of Homeland 
Támez: Not afraid 
to speak out
By Graciela L. Salazar
Spanish Editor
Three students, including an 
SGA senator, are urging the Student 
Government Association to follow 
its constitution or amend it.
 During its meeting Tuesday, the 
SGA heard concerns over whether 
the organization is following the 
constitution’s rules on who serves 
as the senate’s advisers.
 “The reason I’m here today is 
because of the articles that have 
been in The Collegian the past two 
weeks concerning the advisers,” 
senior government major Elizabeth 
Garza said. “It’s been two weeks, 
and that should have already been 
researched. ... Some questions that 
you guys might want to ask or that 
maybe you can answer now is who 
chooses the adviser.” 
She cited Article 5 of the 
constitution, which states, “The 
Student Government Association 
shall be administrated under 
the direction of the Division of 
Student Affairs. The assistant vice 
president for Student Development 
or a designee(s) and the director 
of Student Activities shall serve as 
the administrative advisers to the 
Student Government Association.”
“I wish to know who designates 
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Student Success workshop
A combined workshop titled 
“Time Management/Test Anxiety/
Study Skills” will be presented 
by Academic Counselor Robert 
Phaneuf from 6 to 7 p.m. today 
in Cardenas Hall North 104. The 
workshops are sponsored by the 
Student Success Center.  For more 
information, call 882-8292.
‘Dark Knight’ movie
The Campus Activities Board 
will show the movie “Dark 
Knight,” featuring Batorama 
sound, at 7 p.m. Tuesday on 
the Cardenas Hall South Lawn. 
Attendees are encouraged to bring 
pillows and blankets. Clubs will 
be selling snacks and soft drinks, 
and there will be a Joker look-alike 
contest. For more information, call 
882-5111.
Art exhibit
An exhibit titled “Senior I 
Student Exhibition” opens with 
a reception at 6:30 tonight in the 
Rusteberg Art Gallery. The exhibit 
runs through Saturday. Admission is 
$1. For more information, call 882-
7097 or send an e-mail to gallery@
utb.edu. 
Career Activity week
The College of Liberal Arts is 
sponsoring Career Activity week 
from 9 a.m. to noon Wednesday 
in the Endowment Courtyard. 
Recruiters from the following 
organizations will be present: FBI, 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, 
Tropical Texas Behavioral Unit, 
Texas Attorney General, UTB/
TSC Pre-Law Academy, Texas 
Department of Public Safety, UTB/
TSC Campus Police, Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department, UTB/
TSC Criminal Justice /Forensic 
Program, KGBT-TV Channel 4, 
UTB/TSC Study Abroad Program, 
Harlingen Police Department and 
the Texas Department of Family 
and Protective Services. For more 
information, call David Gonzalez, 
academic adviser for the Criminal 
Justice Department, at 882-7775.
Passport fair
The Student Life Department 
will host a Passport Fair from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday and 
Thursday in Cardenas Hall North 
103. Students, staff and faculty 
need to download the passport 
application forms from www.
travel.state.gov, complete Passport 
application I-22, must present their 
long-form certified birth certificate 
or U.S. Naturalization form, current 
government-issued photo ID and 
two 2x2-inch passport pictures. 
The fee for the passport book is $75 
for those age 16 and older, $60 for 
those younger than 16. The fee for 
the passport card is $20 (age 16 or 
older). Additionally, the Cameron 
County District Clerk’s Office 
charges a processing fee of $25. 
Payments may be made by check or 
money order. For more information 
or to schedule an appointment, call 
882-5141.
Poster/Poetry contest
The Student Success Career 
counselors will sponsor a Poetry/
Poster contest during the month 
of November. The theme is 
“Inspire Your Career … Live 
Your Dreams.” The deadline to 
apply is noon Wednesday. For more 
information or to register, visit 
the Student Success Center in the 
Cardenas Hall North Annex or call 
882-8292.
‘Soma’ film
The One World Club will 
host a screening of “Soma,” a 
documentary film by Nick Cooper 
about Brazilian group therapy, at 
5 p.m. Wednesday in the Student 
Union’s Salon Gardenia. For more 
information, call Mario Garza at 
455-2225 or send him an e-mail at 
aninflux@gmail.com. 
Writers’  Workshops
The Sabal Palms Writing 
Project will present a workshop 
titled “Journaling” from 5:30 
to 6:30 p.m. Wednesday and a 
workshop titled “Narrative Craft” 
from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. Thursday 
in Cardenas Hall South 117. Both 
workshops are open to the campus 
community. For more information, 
call the Sabal Palms Writing 
Project office at 882-7717. 
Dodgeball tournament
Registration for the Dodgeball 
Tournament ends Wednesday. The 
tournament takes place at 10 a.m. 
Saturday in the Manuel B. Garza 
Gym. For more information or to 
sign up, call 982-0172 or visit www.
campusrecreation.utb.edu.
‘Noche de la Guitarra’
UTB/TSC’s Guitar Club will 
present its annual “Noche de la 
Guitarra” fundraising concert 
featuring the Two o’Clock Jazz 
Band, One o’Clock Jazz Band, the 
Acoustic Jazz Ensemble and the 
Guitar Orchestra at 8 p.m. Thursday 
in the SET-B Lecture Hall. Tickets 
are $7. For more information, call 
882-8247. 
Cine Español films
The Department of Modern 
Languages’ Cine Español will 
present “Juana la Loca” at 5 p.m. 
Friday in Education and Business 
Complex 1.224. Cine Español will 
also present “The Temptress” at 5 
p.m. Nov. 24 and “La Tía Tula” at 
5 p.m. Nov. 25 in the SET-B third-
floor conference room. Admission 
is free. For more information, call 
882-8215.
Student Regent position
UTB/TSC is accepting 
applications for the student regent 
position on the University of 
Texas System board of regents. 
Applicants must be undergraduates 
in good standing as determined by 
the institution, commit to fulfill all 
board-related responsibilities, have 
a strong drive and self-motivation. 
The deadline to apply is Friday. 
For more information, call Sergio 
Martinez at 882-7152 or send him 
an e-mail at sergio.martinez3@utb.
edu. 
Sharing Basket
The Office of Academic Affairs 
is sponsoring the Sharing Basket 
this Thanksgiving. The campus 
community can donate canned food 
in Education and Business Complex 
room 1.534, in SET-B room 2.342 
and in International Technology, 
Education and Commerce Center 
room C-300. The deadline to donate 
is Friday. For more information, 
call 882-4197.
Mariachi performance
UTB/TSC’s Mariachi Escorpión 
and Mariachi Femenil Luna 
Azteca will perform at 8 p.m. Nov. 
25 in the Jacob Brown Auditorium. 
Admission is $7. For tickets, call 
882-8943 or send an e-mail to 
antonio.briseno@utb.edu.
Patron of the Arts
UTB/TSC’s Ensemble Potpourri 
will perform at 6 p.m. Tuesday 
in the Sacred Heart Church, 
located at East Elizabeth and Sixth 
streets. Admission is $3. For more 
information, call 882-7025.
The UTB/TSC Symphony 
Orchestra will perform at 8 p.m. 
Tuesday in the Sacred Heart Church, 
located at East Elizabeth and Sixth 
streets. Admission is $3. For more 
information, call 882-7025.
The UTB/TSC Rio Bravo Brass 
Ensemble & Clarinet Ensemble 
will perform at 7 p.m. Thursday 
in the Sacred Heart Church, 
located at East Elizabeth and Sixth 
streets. Admission is $3. For more 
information, call 882-7025.
 Student Recitals are scheduled 
at 1, 2 and 3 p.m. Friday in the SET-
B Lecture Hall. Admission is free. 
For more information, call 882-
7025.
The UTB/TSC String Orchestra, 
String Ensemble and Chamber 
Ensembles will perform at 8 p.m. 
Nov. 24 in the SET-B Lecture 
Hall. Admission is $3. For more 
information, call 882-7025.
Winter Health fair
UTB/TSC’s Student Health 
Services is sponsoring a Winter 
Health Fair from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m. Dec. 2 in the Truan Sculpture 
Garden, located in front of the 
Barnes & Noble Bookstore. The 
fair will provide free health and 
wellness screenings and information 
on recreation, medical and clinical 
entities. For more information, call 
Cynthia Wittenburg at 882-8967 
or 882-3896.
Tamales for sale
The Buena Vida Compassion 
Kitchen is accepting orders through 
Dec. 22 for tamales made with olive 
oil for your holiday gatherings. 
Prices range from $5 to $6 per dozen. 
The Compassion Kitchen also sells 
platillos with picadillo y verduras, 
guisado de res, pollo en achiote, 
pollo en mole or chile relleno. Each 
plate costs $6 and comes with rice, 
beans, corn tortillas, jalapeño and a 
soft drink. Delivery is free for 10 or 
more plates. For more information, 
call Guadalupe Rosales at 882-
4308.
Gorgas Science Society
The Gorgas Science Society, the 
“Club of Science and Adventure,” 
meets at 1 p.m. each Friday in 
Life and Health Sciences Building 
1.314.  New members are always 
welcome. For more information, 
send an e-mail to gorgas.sci.soc@
gmail.com. 
One World meetings
The One World Club meets at 2 
p.m. each Friday in Cardenas Hall 
North 222. For more information, 
call Mario Garza at 455-2225.
ACM meetings
The Association for Computing 
Machinery meets from 5 to 5:30 
p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays 
in Rusteberg Hall 111. Students 
are welcome to attend. For more 
information, send an e-mail to acm.
utb@gmail.com. 
C.A.B. meetings
The Campus Activities 
Board welcomes new members 
to its meetings at 3 p.m. each 
Tuesday in the Student Union’s 
Salon Bougainvillea. For more 
information, call the Office of 
Student Life at 882-5111.
Circle K meetings
The Circle K International 
community service organization 
meets from 6 to 7 p.m. every first 
and third Thursday of the month in 
Education and Business Complex 
2.112. For more information, send 
an e-mail to organization president 
Louis Dartez at louis.dartez36@
utb.edu or to adviser Margaret 
Annen margaret.annen@utb.edu.  
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
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B r i e f s
Specialist in study skills. Reading 
and English. Private Lessons. 
Dr. Ritter. 544-1009.
SERVICES
LOOKING  FOR DANCE TEACHERS 
TO TEACH BALLET, JAZZ, TAP AND 
HIP-HOP IN A NEW DANCE STUDIO 
IN SAN BENITO, TEXAS. 
CALL 956-545-4699.
EMPLOYMENT
C l a s s i f i e d s
ON CAMPUSThe Collegian November 17, 2008 • Page 3
Call about our EDUCATOR and STUDENT discounts!
Susan  K. Rosales
3461 Carmen Ave., Ste. 1
Rancho Viejo, TX 78575
(956) 350-0012
srosales@farmersagent.com
At home or in-office 
appointments available
Joe Lee Rubio has fi led for a 
re-hearing after the Texas 13th 
Court of Appeals dismissed his 
appeal in his lawsuit against the 
Texas Southmost College District 
board of trustees over being 
declared ineligible as a trustee 
candidate.
The court’s Chief Justice 
Rogelio Valdez, Justice Nelda 
V. Rodriguez and Justice Gina 
M. Benavides granted the TSC 
District’s motion to dismiss 
the appeal. The memorandum 
opinion noted that Rubio had not 
fi led a response.
Rubio’s attorney, Ben Neece, 
said they were never sent a 
submission date, which would 
have informed them of the date 
of the ruling on the motion to 
dismiss the appeal fi led by the 
TSC District. 
“Based on the fact that they 
didn’t give us a date … they will, 
hopefully, allow us to re-open the 
case and then they will consider 
the merits instead of dismissing it 
on some procedural thing,” Neece 
said. “It was not dismissed based 
on the merits. It was dismissed 
based on a motion to dismiss 
and the basis of that motion was 
that ‘Look, the election already 
happened, it’s all over. The 
appeal’s moot,’ but there’s more 
to it than that.”
Rubio fi led for candidacy in 
the May 10 TSC trustee election 
but was denied a place on the 
ballot during a special board 
meeting March 6. The board 
cited Rubio’s 1995 criminal 
conviction in Mexico on a charge 
of transportation of marijuana 
in declaring him ineligible for 
candidacy.  
Rubio sued the TSC board on 
March 20, and fi led an injunction 
that would have allowed him to 
be placed on the ballot, but was 
denied by 107th District Court 
Judge Benjamin Euresti later 
that month. In a hearing April 7, 
Euresti signed a judgment in favor 
of the TSC District, disqualifying 
Rubio from appearing on the 
ballot. 
Rubio’s attorneys fi led an 
appeal against Euresti’s judicial 
disqualifi cation of Rubio 30 
days later in the Edinburg offi ce 
of the 13th Court of Appeals. In 
response, the TSC District fi led 
a motion to dismiss the case 
as “moot” and said there “is no 
longer an issue in controversy.”
The graduate student was 
seeking the Place 1 seat on the 
board, then held by businessman 
Jose A. Herrera. Business owner 
Adela Garza and cardiologist 
Jaime Silva also challenged 
Herrera. Garza won the election.
On Oct. 30, the appeals court 
dismissed Rubio’s appeal, ending 
his lawsuit against the Texas 
Southmost College District board 
of trustees over being declared 
ineligible as a trustee candidate. 
On Nov. 5, Rubio and his 
attorneys fi led for a re-hearing in 
the 13th Court of Appeals.
Rubio said he is fi ghting for the 
protection of his civil rights and 
remains optimistic.
 “It’s not a big obstacle,” he 
said. “I think we just have a little 
bit of technical diffi culty.”
Daniel Rentfro Jr., attorney for 
the TSC District, said he thinks 
“the court is going to uphold their 
decision,” and said the district 
will “continue resisting appeal,” 
if the re-hearing is granted. 
Do you have some canned food to spare?
Then donate it to the needy families in 
the Rio Grande Valley for the upcoming 
Thanksgiving holiday.
UTB/TSC is participating in the Catholic 
Social Services’ Sharing Basket for the fi rst 
time.
“They approached us a couple of months 
ago wanting to know if we would want to do 
a service project with them to help collect 
canned food for families,” said Maria Elena 
Valdés-Corbeil, an associate professor in the 
College of Applied Technology and General 
Studies and organizer for the collection on 
campus.
Students, faculty and staff can donate all 
types of canned food. The collection boxes are 
located in Education and Business Complex 
1.534, SET-B 2.342 and in room C-300 of 
the International Tecnology, Education and 
Commerce Center.
Also participating in the canned food drive 
are Incarnate Word Academy, St. Luke’s, St. 
Mary’s and St. Joseph academies.
Ed Matthews, who organizes the Sharing 
Basket for Catholic Social Services, said they 
need as many cans as possible.
“We are going to give [out] 600 chickens 
and ... 1,200 bags [of canned 
food],” Matthews said.
Each  family will receive 
one chicken and two bags 
of canned food.
The chickens and 
some of the canned goods 
distributed by Catholic 
Social Services will be 
from the Rio Grande Valley 
Food Bank. 
Volunteers are needed Nov. 21, 22 and 24 to 
organize and bag the food items at the social 
services offi ce, located at 955 W. Price Rd.
If you would like to help, call Matthews at 
541-0220.
Once the bags are set up, representatives 
of 30 parishes in the Valley will pick up the 
bags and distribute them at their respective 
parishes on Nov. 25, two days before the 
national holiday takes place.
“It’s a good opportunity in a very simple 
way to bring in one or two cans or as many 
as you can to help families,” Valdés-Corbeil 
said. “One can can make a really big 
difference.”
MICHAEL PEÑA/COLLEGIAN




Campus collects canned food 
for needy Valley families
A female student collapsed 
during class Thursday morning 
in the Manuel B. Garza Gym and 
was transported to Valley Baptist 
Medical Center in Brownsville, 
offi cials said. 
The Offi ce of News and 
Information sent a mass e-mail 
message to students and faculty 
informing them of the incident and 
urged everyone to “keep the student 
and her family in your thoughts.” 
Emergency Medical Services Lt. 
Luis Del Angel told The Collegian 
the student was taken to Valley 
Baptist Medical Center. Angel said 









This Sharing Basket, located in SET-B 
2.342, is one of several on campus 
used for collecting canned food that will 
be donated to needy families for the 
Thanksgiving holiday. Donations are 
being accepted through Nov. 21. 
“I’m thankful, well, 
for my friends 
and my family 
that God has 
blessed me 
with and for the 
opportunity to 
get an education, 
to be able to study 
a n d make something of 
myself. Making a difference    in the 






am very, very 
thankful for my 
family and the 
well-being that I 
have and as well 
as the well-being 
of my family, and 
that God has given me the p o w e r 
that I can go to school, to work as 
much as I do and for being involved in 
the Criminal Justice Association and 
for everything else that I have going 
on in my life. That’s what I am very, 
very thankful [for] this year.” 
James Garza
Junior criminal justice major”
“I’m thankful 
for, first of all, 






my [Texas State 
Teacher Association Student Chapter] 
members.” 
Patty Apresa
Junior education major  
“I’m thankful for 
my family and for 
my friends that 
are there for me 
and for all the 
people that have 
supported me, one 
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L e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r  p o l i c y
What are you 
thankful for?
I’ve never been in the White 
House kitchen, but I hope it 
has a stove with plenty of back 
burners. Our new president will 
need them for the economic 
issues that he spent most of the 
campaign talking about.
By the time Barack Obama 
takes office Jan. 20, the 
worldwide recession will be 
the only economic issue that 
matters. Every initiative the 
new administration introduces 
will be viewed through a single 
lens: Does it make things better 
or worse?
Impose higher taxes on the 
rich? Even Obama’s Democratic 
allies in Congress realize that a 
recession is the wrong time to 
raise taxes.
Increase the capital gains 
tax? That would send the stock 
market, already down more than 
40 percent from its peak, into 
another tailspin.
A cap-and-trade program 
to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions? If it raises the cost 
of running a power plant or a 
factory, this also feels ill-timed.
Reform health care? Business 
groups will try to turn this into 
a jobs issue. They’ll say the 
mandate-or-tax part of Obama’s 
plan makes hiring more 
expensive. With unemployment 
likely to be high and rising, 
their argument will be hard to 
ignore.
Obama can’t be expected to 
abandon any of these issues, 
all of which seem popular with 
voters. He will, however, have 
more pressing concerns.
“He has inherited a 
tremendous mess, and it’s one 
he must realize that no one has a 
handle on,” said Milton Ezrati, 
senior economist for Lord 
Abbett mutual funds.
Obama’s domestic policy 
team, when it is assembled, 
must make the economic mess 
its top priority. That means 
enacting a stimulus package, 
something Congress may tackle 
even before Inauguration Day. 
It also means carrying out the 
Bush administration’s bank 
bailout, putting new financial 
regulations into place and maybe 
helping homeowners who can’t 
afford their mortgages.
We don’t know what details 
Obama will put into his recovery 
plan, but financial markets 
are eager to hear a coherent, 
confident approach.
“It’s almost like the regulators, 
both here and in Europe, have 
been throwing spaghetti at the 
wall,” Ezrati said. “Because 
confidence is such an issue, 
the fact that they are flailing 
around is making things worse. 
Obama has to at least give the 
appearance, or field a team of 
people who give the appearance, 
of having a handle on things.”
As for those non-recession-
related campaign promises, 
the president-elect may tweak 
some of them to fit the current 
circumstances.
“I think he will delay raising 
taxes on the rich, but he can still 
cut taxes on the poor and middle 
class, because that is going 
to stimulate the economy,” 
said Eugenio Aleman, senior 
economist at Wells Fargo in 
Minneapolis.
Other platform planks may 
be handed to blue-ribbon study 
commissions, or simply put 
off until the economy looks 
healthier.
There’s nothing wrong with 
that, says Murray Weidenbaum, 
the Washington University 
economist who was a top adviser 
to Ronald Reagan after the 1980 
election.
“Issues like health care 
and education will be vitally 
important, but the phrase ‘quick 
fix’ isn’t what comes to mind,” 
Weidenbaum said.
Reagan, he recalled, 
campaigned on a pledge to fix 
Social Security but was unable 
to enact any changes until 1983, 
the third year of his presidency.
Obama, likewise, can’t afford 
to focus too much attention 
on divisive--albeit important-
-issues during his first year in 
office.
Until financial markets return 
to normal and the economy 
starts growing again, everything 
else gets pushed to the back 
burner.
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C H I C A G O - - P r e s i d e n t -
elect Barack Obama gave up 
his Illinois U.S. Senate seat 
effective Sunday, intensifying 
the jockeying to replace the only 
African-American in Congress’ 
upper chamber as lawmakers 
return this week for a lame-duck 
session.
Several Illinois politicians want 
the job, including at least three 
members of Congress. Illinois 
Gov. Rod Blagojevich, who is 
also a Democrat, will appoint 
the successor of his choice to fill 
out the remaining two years of 
Obama’s six-year term.
Obama, who was in private 
meetings in Chicago preparing 
for the transition, said in a 
statement Thursday that his 
partial term as a senator had been 
“one of the highest honors and 
privileges of my life.”
“It is these Illinois families and 
their stories that will stay with 
me as I leave the United States 
Senate and begin the hard task 
of fulfilling the simple hopes and 
common dreams of all Americans 
as our nation’s next president,” 
he said.
He didn’t discuss the timing 
of his departure. Theoretically, 
it could make Democrats more 
vulnerable to a filibuster if the 
Senate were to need an extra vote 
this week or before the year’s 
end on any contentious proposals 
such as aid to automakers.
However, Obama’s transition 
staff already said Thursday that 
he didn’t intend to participate 
in the lame-duck session. 
Democratic and Republican aides 
in the Senate said that they didn’t 
expect to see votes that would 
hinge on Obama’s presence.
Vice President-elect Joe 
Biden, a Democratic senator 
from Delaware, who met 
Thursday night with outgoing 
Vice President Dick Cheney, 
had not announced when he will 
vacate his Senate seat. Nor had 
Rep. Rahm Emanuel, an Illinois 
Democrat who will serve as 
Obama’s White House chief of 
staff.
Congressional scholar Norm 
Ornstein, of the conservative-
leaning American Enterprise 
Institute, said that all three 
men, especially Obama, were 
in awkward postures right now 
between their legislative and 
executive roles.
“You are president-elect but 
still a member of the legislative 
body, and if you come back it 
overshadows everything else,” 
Ornstein said of the lame-duck 
session. “You run the risk if you 
vote that you’re on the losing 
side. You’d just look diminished. 
There’s nothing about it that 
works to your advantage.”
Obama’s Senate salary ended 
Sunday, his transition staff said. 
His health-care benefits will run 
through the end of the year, and 
he can buy extended coverage 
until his inauguration.
While Obama’s Senate seat is 
certain to remain in Democratic 
hands, the choice still has 
ramifications nationally and 
at home in the bare-knuckled 
politics of Chicago, where a 
writer once said the city motto 
should be “Where’s Mine?”
Nationally, Blagojevich will be 
under some pressure to name an 
African-American. Among the 
possibilities: Rep. Jesse Jackson 
Jr. of Chicago and retiring Illinois 
Senate President Emil Jones.
Beyond the symbolism of a 
minority appointment, the party 
no doubt wants someone who 
could easily hold on to the seat 
in 2010.
Jackson has commissioned a 
poll to show Blagojevich that he 
would have statewide support in 
2010. Jones, who is 73, might not 
want to run for a full term.
Blagojevich wanted to appoint 
Valerie Jarrett, an African-
American woman, a close friend 
of Obama and a co-chairwoman 
of his transition team, according 
to a knowledgeable Illinois 
Democratic official who spoke 
on the condition of anonymity to 
discuss party strategy.
However, Jarrett, who could be 
in line for a White House job or 
a Cabinet appointment, said last 
week that she was not interested 
in the Senate seat. “Now the 
governor really doesn’t know 
what to do,” the official said.
The most unlikely choice 
could be Jackson, who is not a 
favorite of the governor. Said the 
Democratic official: “He’s not 
going to go with Jesse Jackson 
under any circumstances.”
Another possible pick, Tammy 
Duckworth, who is the state’s 
director of veteran affairs, might 
face questions about 2010 given 
that she could not win an open 
congressional seat in the Chicago 
suburbs in 2006.
Politics at home is important 
as well. Facing a potentially 
difficult re-election himself, 
Blagojevich could eliminate 
competition by appointing a 
possible primary rival such as 
Illinois state Treasurer Alexi 
Giannoulias or Attorney General 
Lisa Madigan.
Other possible picks include 
Representatives Luis Gutierrez of 
Chicago and Jan Schakowsky of 
Evanston, either of whom would 
set off a struggle for their seat in 
the House of Representatives.





President-elect Barack Obama holds a news conference after meeting with the Transition Economic 
Advisory Board at the Hilton Hotel in Chicago, Nov. 7. 
ChiCago Tribune/MCT
CHICAGO--While still 
gloomy, Americans have grown 
a little more upbeat about the 
country since the election of 
Barack Obama as the nation’s 
next president, according to a 
Ipsos/McClatchy Poll released 
Wednesday.
The poll found that 32 percent 
of Americans think the country’s 
on the right track, still a low 
number but up 11 points from 
the dismal 21 percent in early 
October.
At the same time, 64 percent 
said the country was on the wrong 
track, down from 73 percent a 
month before the election.
In both cases, the post-election 
numbers rivaled similar findings 
in early September--before the 
financial crisis exploded--the 
high-water mark for the year 
as Americans started feeling a 
bit better only to see the stock 
markets crash days later.
The latest “bounce” probably 
was tied to the election results-
-or merely the end of the long 
campaign--as the number 
of people who approve of 
how President Bush governs 
continued to drop. Only 24 
percent approved in the latest 
survey, his lowest score in a year 
of polling on the question.
The survey also found 22 
percent approving of the way 
Bush is handling the economy; 
30 percent approving of how 
he is handling domestic issues 
such as health care, education, 
the environment and energy; 
32 percent approving of the 
way he is handling Iraq; and 37 
percent approving of the way he 
is handling foreign policy and 
terrorism.
The survey of 1,000 adults 
was taken Nov. 6-9. It has an 





Poll: Americans feel a little better about the country
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$375 per month





•$525 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month agreement
•All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance 
55 Sam Perl Blvd. www.uisroom.com
Call 956-546-0381
About 100 people came 
together to remember those who 
served and are serving this nation 
during the ninth annual Veterans 
Day Ceremony on Nov. 10. 
 “We gather here today to 
honor and to celebrate the 
courageous men and women who 
have served and are currently 
serving our country,” retired Lt. 
Commander Robert Phaneuf, a 
UTB/TSC counselor and master 
of ceremonies, told the group 
gathered on the Cardenas Hall 
South Lawn. “We are here to 
show our appreciations for their 
many sacrifices endured in their 
quest to protect our freedoms,” . 
Among the speakers who 
shared their respect for veterans 
was UTB/TSC Provost José G. 
Martín.
 “I want to [use] my humble 
words to honor all our veterans,” 
Martín said. “These are the words 
of a man who is not a veteran 
but a refugee from communism 
and, therefore, a person who is 
very grateful for the rights and 
freedoms that he does not take 
for granted.” 
Eddie Treviño, former mayor 
of Brownsville, said the country 
should give back to veterans.
 “An unknown soldier once 
said, ‘When you go home, tell 
them about [us] and say, for your 
tomorrow, we gave our today,’” 
Treviño said. “If I may take the 
liberty of rearranging President 
Kennedy’s famous words, ‘Ask 
not what our veterans can do for 
their country, but ask what our 
country and [we] can do for our 
veterans.’”
The event’s keynote speaker 
was Lt. Col. André Dean, a 
professor of military science at 
UTB/TSC and the University of 
Texas-Pan American. 
“I don’t know six months from 
now exactly where I’ll be, but it’s 
wherever the Army needs me, and 
that’s the way all these guys who 
wear the uniform have learned 
our lives [are],” Dean said. “[It’s] 
wherever we’re needed and we 
serve the will of the people and 
we serve with deep gratitude.” 
The ceremony ended with 
a 21-gun salute performed by 
members of the American Legion 
Post 43, led by Cmdr. Raul Leal, 
and a performance of “God Bless 
America” by the South Texas 
Mass Choir Ensemble, directed 





Master Sgt. Lee R. Maloy (left), senior military science instructor at the University of Texas-Pan American, orders the firing of the 
cannon during the Veterans Day Ceremony Nov. 10.   
Members of the 
audience stand 
while the national 






Sector Commander Capt. Robert Paulison of the U.S. Coast Guard Sector-Corpus 
Christi flies over the Cardenas Hall South Lawn during the Veterans Day Ceremony. The 
event was held a day before the national observance. 
Lt. Col. André Dean, professor of military science at the 
University of Texas-Pan American in Edinburg, gives the 
keynote address. 
Representatives of the three campus departments hold the prizes 
they won in the door-decorating contest: Olga Villarreal (from left), of 
User Support Services, first place; Anibal Villarreal, of Classic Upward 
Bound, second place; and Leo Villarreal, of Talent Search, third place.
Diego Lerma/CoLLegian Photos
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BECOME A 
CERTIFIED TEACHER
Once you graduate, you will be able to test and train 
to become a certified teacher. Bring a recent transcript 
to receive a FREE evaluation and consultation.
For more information, call or come by our office today.
Alternative South Texas Educator Program (A-STEP)
1200 Central Blvd. Suite A-10
(in Artemis Square) Brownsville, Texas
Phone: 956-544-4600 Fax: 956-544-4561
SAVE $50!
Valid until 12/31/08
Are you a junior or senior 
in college? Would you like 
to become a teacher?
Sophomore physics majors 
Razib Obaid and Sergio Cantu 
had the experience of a lifetime 
last summer.
They traveled to the Laser 
Interferometer Gravitational-
Wave Observatory in Hanford, 
Wash., and got the opportunity 
to work in a national facility 
alongside scientists and students 
who are part of the National 
Science Foundation’s Research 
Experience for Undergraduates 
program.
“The most interesting part of 
that was that we actually took part 
in building an essential component 
of LIGO, which was a pre-mode 
cleaner,” Obaid said. “Before 
going there, I was totally ignorant 
of the ... pre-mode cleaner and 
the tremendous variety of physics 
that laser technology [uses]. … 
Any light has a lot of different 
modes. Mode is the vibration of 
the electromagnetic waves. … 
So we want a particular mode of 
light. … The pre-mode cleaner 
… makes the laser resonate in 
such a way that you can select a 
particular mode.”
The students were accompanied 
by Malik Rakhmanov, an 
associate professor in the Physics 
and Astronomy Department.
“This is the first time that they 
participated in the commissioning 
directly,” Rakhmanov said. 
“They were usually allowed to 
work there … but this time they 
were part of the commissioning 
team, the people who maintained 
the detectors. … It was very, very 
beneficial for us to bring our 
students to interact with the best 
students from all over the United 
States. … The kinds of students 
that are working there in the 
summer are really, really good.”
Interferometry, Rakhmanov 
explained, is a term for a whole 
class of techniques for high-
precision measurement using 
wave properties of light. 
This fall, Obaid and Cantu 
have been working together with 
two other undergraduate students 
and Rakhmanov to prepare for a 
laser and optics program, dubbed 
LIGO Optics by Rakhmanov, 
which will be available in the 
spring semester.
“The students are doing 
reading,” Rakhmanov said of 
their preparation efforts. “They 
study the material. They read 
specialized papers. We have 
discussions [where] we pick 
up more relevant papers on the 
subject and we go over [them] 
in great detail. … The other big 
item is they have to start putting 
orders for the custom-made stuff. 
Two of my students are designing 
some part that ... they’re going to 
send to the machine shop. And 
one more student is designing 
electronics.”
The program is being funded 
through a $100,000 supplement 
that adds to the $5 million grant 
that the Center for Gravitational 
Wave Astronomy received last 
fall from the National Science 
Foundation. The program calls 
for the creation of an on-campus 
laser and optics lab.
“We’ve allocated space within 
[SET-B],” Rakhmanov said. 
“It needs renovation, mostly 
to bring up the cleanliness 
to the standard we need for 
precision interferometry, so 
what we’re doing is now we 
have an empty room, which 
used to be a classroom. We’ve 
changed the ceiling tiles and 
we built a partition. … We’re 
[still] remodeling. … All in all, 
beginning next semester it will 
be a functioning lab.”
The lab opens up many 
possibilities for the Physics and 
Astronomy Department, allowing 
for experimental research that 
would otherwise be impossible.
“Having a lab makes it possible 
for people to do thesis research in 
that field,” Rakhmanov said. “If 
there are no labs and they want to 
come and do thesis research, it’s 
hard.”
Mario Diaz, the director of 
the Center for Gravitational 
Wave Astronomy, said the lab 
could even allow for certificate 
programs.
“The program is mainly for 
research, but obviously there are 
models that can be used in the 
class or it can be used for classes, 
many different classes, actually, 




Sophomore physics majors Sergio Cantu (left) and Razib Obaid worked at the Laser 
Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory near Richland, Wash.,  last summer. 
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Time: 7:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
EC-4 Generalist
EC-4 Bilingual Generalist
Pedagogy & Professional Responsibilities
The deadline to register is Wednesday, December 3rd. You will need 
to come by the School of Education to register and pick up your ticket 
prior to the Benchmark Test date. If you need further information, 
please contact our Field Experiences Offi ce at 882-5720.
In addition, you are required to bring your UTB ID or Texas Driver’s License, 
scantron sheet and a #2 pencil on the day of the Benchmark Test.
that person,” Garza said. “My question is, 
why is the director of Student Activities not 
here? ... I understand that you all need to 
change the constitution’s titles ... but if it has 
not yet changed, that person should still be 
here.” 
SGA Vice President of Administration 
Joel Alaffa responded, “We lost one of 
our advisers because he was changed to a 
different department.” 
Alaffa said that Silva, UTB/TSC’s vice 
president for Student Affairs, is the one who 
assigns the advisers for the association.
 “It is apparent that you are not only 
unprepared, but policy and procedure is not 
being followed,” said Ruby De La Fuente, 
the former SGA vice president of public 
relations who resigned on Oct. 28, citing 
the administration was too involved in the 
senate. “My answer to [Garza’s] questions 
[is] this, in the constitution it says in order 
for us to do any changes we have to vote for 
an amendment. The students need to vote for 
that amendment.
“One of you should follow up with a 
resolution to propose to the senate that you 
want an adviser other than Student Affairs. ... 
Advisers shouldn’t write resolutions for the 
students and that has been done, ladies and 
gentlemen.”
 In an interview with The Collegian on 
Wednesday, Associate Vice President for 
Student Affairs Vince Solis said, “The 
constitution is a little bit vague and this is 
something that we discussed when we had a 
constitutional [retreat] about two years ago. 
We advised the students not to be specifi c in 
terms of titles because titles change.” 
Asked if the SGA’s advisers write 
resolutions, Solis replied, “I can assure that 
if a student comes to us and asks assistance 
for writing a resolution ... we will provide 
guidance because that’s what we do, but I 
cannot remember an instance of us writing a 
resolution for the student. ... We don’t write 
resolutions for the students.”
School of Business Senator Erasmo Castro 
spoke during the Let Your Voice Be Heard 
portion of the meeting to address the senate 
on what can be done to correct the issues. 
“There is a constitution [and] as we all 
know, constitutions need to be followed,” 
Castro said. “Can we start the process of 
amending that which needs to be amended 
so that we can be in compliance 100 percent 
with the constitution?” 
Article IX, Section I, of the constitution 
states, “Any senator of the Student 
Government Association may propose 
amendments to this constitution. The 
proposed amendments must be presented 
in resolution form to the Executive Board, 
be reviewed, and voted on by the Student 
Government Association with a two-thirds 
majority vote. Once approved by the SGA, 
the amendment to the constitution must [be] 
put up for the election to the student body.”
SGA President Jorge Alanis noted that 
changes to the constitution cannot be voted 
on until April. 
“We are going to research it,” Alanis 
said. “We are going to be looking at other 
constitutions from other universities, 
especially UT [schools] and see if they have a 
section similar to it and ... we’ll have to bring 
it to the senate [and] the executive board. ... It 
is something that will have to be addressed.”
In other business, the senate rejected 
Resolution 7, which would have allocated 
$120 for a second student survey. The 
money would have been used to buy two 
$50 gift cards, as an incentive for students 
to participate in the survey, and for printing 
expenses.
Under new business, the SGA approved:
--a motion by Freshman Senator Dave 
Smith to encumber $75 for the purchase of 
Batman-themed shirts for the screening of 
“The Dark Knight” on Tuesday. The motion 
was amended to increase the amount to 
$100. 
--a motion by Graduate Senator Joe Lee 
Rubio to buy $200 worth of Scantrons for 
distribution during the “Food for Thought,” 
which takes place during fi nal exams week.
De La Fuente questioned the validity 
of these motions, saying they should be 
presented in resolution form.
“Before when we ask for money from 
the students, because this is the students’ 
money, [we] have a resolution,” she said. 
“The executive board reads the resolution 
and then you decide to pass it, so this doesn’t 
happen.”
Alaffa responded, “It wasn’t done through 
resolution [because] … we were  waiting on 
approvals, making sure everything was OK 
with Student Life [for the “Dark Knight” 
event]. … For the Scantrons, we [were] 
trying to confi rm the actual money.”
Article VIII, Section 3 of the constitution 
states that “if a member of the Senate wishes 
to make a motion during New Business of 
an offi cial SGA meeting, he must prepare 
a resolution. This document will state the 
purpose for the motion being made and 
will explicate every aspect of the motion in 
detail. This is not limited to research fi ndings, 
petitions and surveys. Every resolution must 
be cataloged and submitted to the Executive 
Board for review one week prior to the 
general business meeting.”
 Absent from the meeting were School of 
Business Senators Sarai Barrera and Samuel 
Martinez, Senator for the College of Science, 
Mathematics and Technology Mayra 
Cordova, Senators at Large Lina A. Zamora, 
Jason Rios and Lucio Torres, College of 
Applied Technology and General Studies 
Senator Nicole Noyola. 
The Student Government Association will 
meet at 5 p.m. Tuesday in the Student Union’s 
Salon Gardenia.
Ruby De La Fuente, former Student Government 
Association vice president of public relations, claims 
the SGA is not following its policies and procedures.
ELIZABETH A. PEREZ/COLLEGIAN
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Following are among the incidents reported by Campus Police between Oct. 27 and 
Nov 1.
At 9:40 a.m. Oct. 27, a student found a black purse in Cardenas Hall North.
At 10:30 a.m. the same day, a staff member turned in a black cell phone found in a 
women’s restroom of the Student Union.
At 11:06 a.m. the same day, a staff member reported a power drill was missing from the 
Physical Plant. The loss was estimated at $150.
 At 2 p.m. the same day, a staff member reported losing her university office keys several 
months ago. She stated that she had not reported the loss because she believed the keys 
were only misplaced.
At 2:31 p.m. the same day, a student reported losing his keys.
At 3 p.m. the same day, a student found a Mitsubishi vehicle key, along with its remote 
alarm, outside SET-B.
At 3 p.m. the same day, a student found a UTB/TSC access card in Lot Z.
At 3 p.m. the same day, a student reported being harassed by an ex-boyfriend several 
times while on campus. The student showed a Campus Police officer the threatening text 
messages she received. 
At 9:30 a.m. Oct. 28, a Campus Police officer was dispatched to Tandy Hall regarding a 
female student who had fainted. The student reported that she had taken cold medication 
and had not eaten breakfast. She did not require Emergency Medical Services.
At 1:45 p.m. the same day, a student reported losing her Coach purse in the Scorpion 
Café.
At 12:45 p.m. Oct. 29, a female student requested Emergency Medical Services. EMS 
evaluated the student, but she refused to be transported to a hospital.
At 2:30 p.m. the same day, a student reported that she was being stalked by a male 
student. A Campus Police officer contacted the man and warned him not to make contact 
with the woman.
At 4:15 p.m. the same day, a staff member turned in a USB flash drive and a music 
appreciation book found in the Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library.
At 11:25 p.m. Oct. 30, a Campus Police Officer was dispatched to The Village at Fort 
Brown after a staff member reported an odor of marijuana on the first floor of Building 1. 
A health and safety inspection was made in the rooms closest to the odor, but the substance 
was not located. 
At 12:15 p.m. the same day, a resident of The Village at Fort Brown reported that her 
iPod and Sony Cyber Shot camera were missing from her room. 
At 4:48 p.m. the same day, a student accidentally cut his head when he ran into his 
friend’s fist while playing football on the Cardenas Hall South Lawn. The student was 
treated at Student Health Services.
At 6 p.m. the same day, a resident assistant from The Village at Fort Brown found alcohol 
in one of the men’s residence halls. The officer and staff member disposed of the alcohol.
At 7:29 p.m. the same day, a resident assistant from The Village at Fort Brown found 
alcohol in one of the women’s residence halls. The RA disposed of the alcohol.
At 2 p.m. Oct. 31, an Aztek employee found a USB flash drive in Rusteberg Hall.
At 7:30 p.m. the same day, a student turned in a yellow folder containing homework that 
she found in the Education and Business Complex.
At 9:17 p.m. the same day, a staff member reported a missing computer monitor from 
SET-B Lab 1.352. The loss was estimated at $200.
At 9:30 a.m. Nov. 1, a man reported losing his wallet during the Heart Walk event on 
campus. The loss was estimated at $50.
--Compiled by Cynthia Hernandez
P o l i c e  R e p o r t s
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More than 100 students 
attended the bilingual play 
“Zapatista: Our Word Is Our 
Weapon” on Tuesday night in 
the Student Union’s Gran Salon.
The play, written by Dañel 
Malán, is about Subcomandante 
Insurgente Marcos and the 
Zapatista National Liberation 
Army, a revolutionary group 
based in Chiapas, Mexico.
The Zapatistas, led by Marcos, 
have been fighting for the rights 
of Mexico’s indigenous people 
since Jan. 1, 1995.
The 45-minute play, which 
opened in January of this year, 
was performed in English and 
Spanish with four cast members 
interpreting six different roles.
Marcos was played by the 
Puerto Rican Carlos Alexis 
Cruz, Don Antonio by Omar 
Vargas, Capitana Ana Maria by 
Malán, and Omar Vargas played 
the roles of Comandante Tacho, 
Juan Luna and a reporter.
 Zapatista is a production of 
Teatro Milagro, which is based 
in Portland, Ore. 
Malán and Jose Eduardo 
Gonzalez co-founded the 
bilingual touring program in 
1989.
Malán said the play is a 
culmination of more than 10 
years of research and two years 
of work.
“I wanted to share with the 
colleges and universities we 
perform, the positive message of 
the Zapatistas, of empowerment 
through education,” she said.
Malán decided to do a 
representation of the history of 
the Zapatistas because of the 
impact it had.
“It is the first movement of 
this kind that came through 
the Internet and empowered 
young people through a network 
of global organizations and 
students, particularly through 
colleges,” she said.
The writer said she supports 
the Zapatista movement.
“I think it’s worth looking at,” 
Malán said. “I was inspired by a 
book written by Marcos, which 
is called ‘Our Word Is Our 
Weapon.’”
Cruz began playing Marcos in 
September; he said he has read 
books about Marcos’ history.
“I have my interpretation 
of who is Marcos; he doesn’t 
necessarily talk how I was doing, 
but that is my interpretation,” 
Cruz said.
Myriam Garza, a senior 
Spanish major, said the play had 
very good information.
“I learned that words are very 
important,” Garza said. “We can 
fight with bullets, but that is no 
good. Words can change the 
world in a better way.”
She also was impressed by the 
play’s format.
“They did a really, really 
good [job] on that,” said 
Garza, president of the 
student organization Teatro 
Universitario. “They combined 
the message in English and in 
Spanish so the whole audience 
could understand.”
Samantha Isabel García, a 
senior sociology major, said she 
doesn’t totally agree with the 
Zapatista movement.
“I think it’s a revolutionary 
movement, but I don’t totally 
agree with it, not entirely,” 
García said. “But, I think 
these types of movements are 
necessary, because they are a 
change factor.”
She said it was an interesting 
play.
“They went directly to the 
point, they didn’t try to decorate 
the Zapatista movement, 
nor make heroes or invent a 
Marcos that doesn’t exist; it was 
something really real,” García 
said. 
She said there should be more 
events like this one at UTB/
TSC.
“It’s very important for a 
university to have universal 
things, to understand cultures of 
every place,” García said.
“Zapatista” was sponsored by 
the Office of Student Life.
David Mariscal, director of 
Student Life, said the play was 
brought to UTB/TSC because it 
was a good opportunity to bring 
multicultural programming to 
the campus.
“It’s one of the goals we have 
in Student Life and the Division 
of Student Affairs, to provide 
diverse programming to students 
so that they can have just a good 
view of the global societies as 
they exist, how changes occur 
in the world, how people are 
different,” Mariscal said.
ElizabEth a. PErEz/CollEgian
Students learn about the Zapatista movement
By Graciela L. Salazar
Spanish Editor
Carlos Alexis Cruz plays Subcomandante Insurgente Marcos in “Zapatista,”  presented Tuesday night in the Student Union’s Gran 
Salon. 
rEbEkah S. gomEz/CollEgian
Have you heard that green is the 
new black? It seems as if everywhere 
you turn, people are trying to 
persuade you to help Mother Earth. 
UTB/TSC is doing its share 
by recycling all of its paper and 
cardboard, and the Coca-Cola Co. 
is about to donate 80 bins to the 
campus so that students, faculty 
and staff can recycle their plastic 
bottles. 
Now it’s up to you. You might 
think, ‘Well, it won’t matter if I 
recycle one plastic bottle or if I 
don’t print that useless paper,’ but 
it does. 
You don’t have to go around and 
change your whole life, but doing 
small things like throwing the 
plastic bottles in the right bins and 
trying not to waste paper does help 
the environment.
There are many places in 
Brownsville and its surrounding 
area where you can take your 
recycling items. 
Drop-off locations are Episcopal 
Day School, 34 N. Coria St.; Resaca 
Elementary School, 901 Filmore 
St.; St. Joseph Church, 555 W. St. 
Francis St.; St. Eugene De Mazenod 
Church, 5409 Austin Rd.; ESD 
Recycling, 1405 FM 803 in Olmito; 
ESD Brownsville Recycling Center, 
308 E. Elizabeth St.; Brownsville 
Scrap Paper Inc., 5850 FM 511; and 
the Brownsville Fire Department 
station at 62 E. Alton Gloor Blvd.
If you would like to join the 
university’s recycle committee, 
call Gloria Miranda, administrative 
assistant for the Partnership Affairs 
Division, at 882-6529.
So, come on Scorpions, Think 
Before You Throw.
--Christine Cavazos
Earth to you: Help me Fascinatin’ rhythm
UTB/TSC’s One o’ Clock Jazz Band performs Tuesday night in the Jacob Brown Auditorium. The concert, under the direction of 
Terry Tomlin, featured such tunes as Juan Tizol’s “Caravan,” Les Hooper’s “Skintone” and Gordon Goodwin’s “High Maintenance.” 
Also performing Tuesday was the Two o’Clock Jazz Band, the Jazz Combo and the Jazz Guitar Ensemble, all presented by the 
Patron of the Arts program.
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• Innovative life-saving products and services since 1940
• Significant scientific and clinical advances in health care
• Therapeutic treatments to countless numbers of children 
and adults in desperate need of critical care for burns, shock 
and other life-threatening conditions. 
• Our plasma donors with a much-needed additional income!
You can become part of this life-saving team 
and start enjoying the benefits of extra cash.  
Together we can make a difference…
For more complete information and a plasma collection center 
near you, please visit www.grifols.com
Blood Plasma Donations have provided... New donors receive: 
 1st donation  $30
 2nd donation  $35
 3rd donation  $35
 4th donation  $40
Regular donors receive: 
 1st donation $20
 2nd donation $25
Donors receive an 
extra $10 on their fifth 
consecutive donation!
For more information, 
call 574-9200 or visit our center at:
Biomat USA, Inc.
653 E. 13th St.
Brownsville, TX 78520
UTB/TSC Students ONLY:
Present this coupon with your 
UTB/TSC ID and receive an 
extra $5 for your first donation.
08/01/08 - 12/31/08
Junior history and psychology 
major Joe Cantú said that Career 
Services helped him get an 
internship in its office through its 
Student Employment Initiative.
“I remember I just came in and 
filled out the application and they 
helped me get a job,” Cantú said. 
“Yeah, it was pretty simple, but it 
took some time, it took a couple of 
months. At least for me, I applied 
to over 20 jobs.”
If you would like help finding 
a job, too, visit Career Services, 
now located in the old Education 
Building on Ridgely Road. 
Career Services previously was 
located in Tandy Hall 205, but was 
relocated at the beginning of the 
semester.
“It turned out that Student 
Affairs was able to get this 
building, so they felt that is a 
perfect opportunity for us to move 
in and finally have the space that 
we needed,” Rodriguez said. “It’s 
really just for us to provide better 
services to students because we 
were in a place that we didn’t fit 
[in] anymore.”
Rodriguez said the move has 
been beneficial, despite a low 
number of visitors right after the 
move.
“At the beginning we felt that 
the students were not sure where 
we were at, but now they are better 
aware,” he said. “I think we are 
[helping] about the same number 
[of students].”
Career Services is often 
confused with Career Counseling, 
said Frank Coulson, a career 
counselor with UTB/TSC.
“Even staff [members] get career 
counseling and career services 
mixed up,” Coulson said. “As a 
matter of fact, one time we were 
doing a presentation for incoming 
freshmen and we were introduced 
as Career Services.”
The two programs should be 
used in sequence, Rodriguez said.
“The way I see it is that a student 
comes into the university, [and] 
they may know what they want to 
study or they may not,” Rodriguez 
said. “If they’re not sure about what 
they want to study, what they need 
to do is go to Career Counseling 
and there’s trained staff that will 
help them make the right choice 
based on their interests and their 
abilities and their skills.
“Once they’ve done that, then 
they should be talking also with 
an academic adviser so that now, 
they can choose a degree plan that 
matches the career that they want. 
Once that’s been done … what 
they need to do is contact Career 
Services. … They shouldn’t wait 
until the end of their college life.”
The two services are for 
different parts of a student’s 
college journey, Coulson said. 
Career Counseling mainly aids 
students who are unsure of what 
to major in, targeting mainly 
underclassmen.
“We get a lot of freshmen, 
but also sophomores, because 
statistically, across the country 
… there’s about 30 percent of 
the population that will change 
their major from their freshman 
and sophomore year,” he said. “In 
their freshman year, they’re taking 
their basics and they’re starting to 
think a little bit more and see more 
possibilities.”
However, the service is useful 
to all students, said Diana Jean 
Bustamante, another career 
counselor with UTB/TSC.
“For the most part, we do work 
with students that are undecided 
in their major,” Bustamante said. 
“But every once in a while we 
have a student who has their 
major but is having second 
thoughts. ‘Should I go into this? 
Is this really what I want to do 
for the rest of my life?’ And so, 
sometimes when we’re going over 
the personality assessment, it talks 
a little bit more about themselves 
and [makes them] a little bit more 
informed about the career they are 
going into. Sometimes they just 
affirm the decision and are just a 
little bit more confident.”
After a student has decided on a 
major, Career Services then assists 
in finding and preparing for a job.
“We provide quality service 
and programs to assist students in 
their personal career development 
and job search efforts,” Rodriguez 
said. “We also provide employers 
efficient recruiting systems, a 
person to contact with Career 
Services staff, on campus staff and 
interviewing facilities.”
However, Rodriguez said, most 
students need to get involved with 
Career Services earlier in their 
academic careers to fully benefit.
“I think a misconception with 
college students is they [think they 
shouldn’t] be looking for a job until 
they get their degree,” Rodriguez 
said. “And what we’re trying to do 
is change that so that they can be 
[contacting] employers at an early 
stage in their student life, so that 
they’ll know what they want to do 
once they graduate. And they’ll 
have built their network and they’ll 
be able to get a job easier.
“They should be looking for a 
job when they’re in their senior 
year. But we do get students who 
come here in their senior year two 
months before graduating or a 
month before they’re graduating 
or even after they have graduated, 
and they’re telling us, ‘Well, I 
don’t have a job. What am I going 
to do?’”
For more information about 
exploring career options, visit 
Coulson and Bustamante in the 
Student Success Center, located in 
the Cardenas Hall North Annex, 
or call 882-8292.
Get a head start on career planning
By David Boon
Staff Writer
Security and its plans to build a 
border fence.
When the Border Patrol agents 
have approached her and asked 
her who she is and what she is 
doing there, one of her typical 
answers is: “I’m Dr. Taméz … I 
own this land, and I can be here 
as long as I want to.”
The levee dissects Támez’s 
property, and the International 
Water and Boundary Commission 
has the right-of-way, she said.
“They don’t own it, it’s on my 
deed, I pay taxes on it, but they 
…  are the only ones that have the 
right-of-way,” she said, referring 
to the IBWC. “So, I have asked 
them, ‘Why is the Border Patrol on 
the levee? Why have you [given] 
them authorization to make the 
levee a highway?’ That’s why 
it’s eroded, that’s why it’s not 
[serving] to protect us from the 
floods of the Rio Grande, because 
they’ve deteriorated it.” 
On Oct. 3, Támez received the 
Henry B. González Civil Rights 
Award from the Texas Civil 
Rights Project for “outstanding 
courage and dedication in the 
daily struggle for human rights.”
“I was really proud of the fact 
they gave me an 
award,” she said. 
“When I started to 
do this, I was doing 
it because it has to 
be done, not to be 
able to get all of these awards and 
things.”
Támez hopes this award will 
help other people to not be afraid 
and speak out.
“The good thing about it, I 
think, is that it will help other 
people see, who maybe had 
doubt, that I was going on the 
right path,” she said. “And maybe 
they’ll begin to say, ‘Maybe it’s 
OK to fight for our land as well.’ 
I’ve met some people that are 
so afraid of the government that 
they’re just willing to concede 
in tears most every day because 
they’re being completely ousted 
[from] their land and yet [they] 
are still afraid to speak out.”
On Jan. 29, 2008, Homeland 
Security filed a condemnation 
action against Támez after she 
refused to grant access to 1.04 
acres of her property in El 
Calaboz , a community north of 
Brownsville and off Old Military 
Highway 281.
“They filed a suit in 
condemnation to be able to get 
access to her land to survey,” 
Corinna Spencer-Scheurich, of 
the South Texas Civil Rights 
Project and one of Támez’s 
attorneys, told The Collegian in 
a telephone interview Thursday. 
“So, basically they’re trying to 
condemn her land for a temporary 
period of time, so that they can 
enter on to it and survey the 
land. The idea is that as a private 
property owner, no one is allowed 
to come on your land without 
your permission. Since she 
wouldn’t get written 
permission, they 
filed a condemnation 
lawsuit to get on her 
land to be able to 
survey. … That was a 
temporary condemnation.”
On Feb. 6, Támez filed an 
affirmative lawsuit against 
Homeland Security.
On Feb. 13, she filed a motion 
to stay proceedings for the case 
filed against her on Jan. 29. The 
motion was denied on March 7.
On July 1, Homeland Security 
filed a final condemnation suit, 
asking for .26 acres of Tamez’s 
property “so they can finally put 
the wall on that piece of land,” 
Spencer-Scheurich said.
Another of Támez’s attorneys, 
Peter Schey, said the lawsuit for 
the permanent taking of Támez’s 
property is pending, as is her 
countersuit.
Schey, who is based in Los 
Angeles, said Tamez’s countersuit 
challenges the procedures 
Homeland Security is following 
in seeking to take her land.
He said the next hearing in 
the lawsuit against Tamez is 
scheduled for March 2009, but 
there could be hearings before 
that.
“Right now, we have 
requested information from the 
government,” Schey said in a 
telephone interview on Nov. 
5. “They’ve given us some 
information. We do not believe 
the information they’ve given us 
is adequate, so there will probably 
be some sort of court fight over 
the information they’ve given us 
or not given us.” 
He said a motion also has 
been filed on behalf of the Texas 
Border Coalition in its lawsuit 
against Homeland Security 
Secretary Michael Chertoff, 
which is pending in federal court 
in Washington, D.C.
“We intend to bring a motion 
for class certification and for 
preliminary injunction in that 
case,” Schey said. “We believe 
that DHS has acted illegally 
throughout this whole process. 
We believe they have not 
negotiated in good faith with the 
landowners. We believe they’re 
required to negotiate in good faith 
with the landowners before they 
sue them, and we do not believe 
they’ve done that. … They’re 
using the expedited procedure and 
we believe that 
that’s illegal.” 
Támez thinks 
c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of the border 
fence will not 
be finished by 




way that in two 
months they can 
build a wall in 
my backyard,” 
she said. “They 
can’t even begin 
c o n s t r u c t i o n . 
They might 
punch a hole or two, but so long 
as this case is in litigation--even 
though we’ve been told that it 
doesn’t matter if it’s in litigation-
-when they get ready to go and 
build, they’ll build.”
Támez said the fence is all 
about politics.
“There was politics in this 
whole thing when they started it--
when they passed the 2006 Secure 
Fence Act--and there is politics 
today, in how they’re acting,” 
she said. “If the U.S. government 
would follow the Constitution, 
we would have a better day.”
President Bush signed into law 
the Secure Fence Act on Oct. 
26, 2006, to help stem illegal 
immigration. The act aims to 
secure the border by creating 
physical barriers and deploying 
21st century technology.
A 700-mile wall is being built 
in sections along the U.S.-Mexico 
border from California to Texas, 
including one that stretches from 
Laredo to Brownsville.
It has been more than 15 months 
since Támez first started her legal 
battle against the government. 
“I will stay there,” she said. 
“That land is mine. They cannot 
take it away. I’m gonna fight until 
the last minute. They’re going to 
have to take it, ’cause I will not 
sell it.” 
Támez is not afraid of speaking 
out.
“This is America, right? This 
is a democracy,” she said. “If you 
are violating my rights I have 
the right to speak up. I’m not 
breaking any law when I say it, 
when I speak out.”
Támez said she keeps fighting 
because she believes in the 
Constitution.
“I have to think about the 
future of my children, of my 
grandchildren and so on, and 
of all the Americans, that is a 
big concern to me,” she said. “I 
feel an obligation to speak up 
for that because [of] the danger 
that I perceive for the future of 
America. So, it’s not just for me 
and my little three acres of land, 
it’s what it represents.”
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BORDER
FENCE
even at the technical level,” Diaz 
said. “Brownsville is the poorest 
city in the United States. It’s a 
dubious honor. As we expand, 
it’s one of the responsibilities of 
this university to spearhead an 
effort in developing technology 
that can bring [different] types 
of companies. … That’s a big 
challenge. 
“The great extent in my personal 
vision in having a lab like this 
[is] to help in that direction [and] 
develop a technical program. It 
can go the whole way from Ph.D.’s 
in physics … to certificates. Of 
course, the level of knowledge 
and the manipulation that is 
required is different, but [the lab] 
can cater [to] all the different 
levels of expertise on the scale.”
Lasers
Continued from Page 7
Fence
Continued from Page 1
Eloisa Támez, program director for the master’s of science in nursing at UTB/TSC, points to a tree on her property where she believes 
the U.S. Department of Homeland Security might place the border fence.
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The UTB/TSC Volleyball 
Team was 7-5 in Red River 
Athletic Conference play as they 
headed to the conference playoffs 
this weekend. Results were not 
available at press time.
Asked on Nov. 8 how he 
believes his team will perform 
in the RRAC tournament, Head 
Coach John Barnes replied, 
“Well, it depends on what team 
shows up,” Barnes said.        
“The team we played [Nov. 
7] was a good, strong team, 
and we came out with fire and 
determination. And, if that team 
shows up, then we’ll do well … 
in the conference. If the team that 
showed up [Nov. 8] shows up, 
then we’re going to get our butts 
kicked.” 
The volleyball team played 
against host Huston-Tillotson 
University on Friday in the 
tournament quarterfinals. Results 
were not available at press time. 
In the final home match of the 
season, the Scorpions defeated 
the Texas College Steers 3-0 on 
Nov. 8 in the Manuel B. Garza 
Gym.
Middle blocker Jeanne 
O’Leary said taking the game 
more seriously led to the team’s 
victory.
“We tend to play down to their 
level and goof off and laugh it 
off, and we shouldn’t do that,” 
O’Leary said.
The Scorpions got off to great 
start as they defeated the Steers 
25-7 in the first set. The Scorpions 
continued to cruise by Texas 
College for the next two sets to 
defeat them 25-14 and 25-16.
The team was led by Jacque 
Touchet with 13 kills, Jeanne 
O’Leary with 11 kills and 15 
digs, Chelsea Spadaro with 19 
assists and Anayeli Treviño with 
14 digs.
Before the game began, senior 
captain Katie Japp was honored 
for playing three seasons, but 
was unable to play her final home 
game with the Scorpions due to 
a hand injury. The kinesiology 
major graduates next month. 
Japp said no longer playing 
volleyball is a “bittersweet 
experience.” 
“It’s definitely been a wonderful 
experience but at the same time, 
I’m ready for the next phase of 
my life,” Japp said. “I’m applying 
to doctor of physical therapy 
programs right now, so I’ll see 
where I get in and, hopefully, I’ll 
be there.”
Jenny Ashley, assistant coach 
and a former Scorpion volleyball 
player, was shocked as she was 
recognized as well at the end of 
the match for her hard work and 
dedication.
“I was surprised, actually, but 
I’m very excited and I got my 
old jersey so I can frame it as a 
memory of my four years playing 
here,” Ashley said.
O’Leary said having Japp, who 
has been out since Oct. 4, will be 
an advantage for the team in the 
tournament.
“We’ve played every 
conference game without her, 
and so nobody really knows what 
we’re about when we have Japp 
on our team,” O’Leary said.
The Scorpions were defeated 
3-1 at home Nov. 7 against Wiley 
College. The Scorpions won the 
first set, 25-18, but then fell 16-25, 
15-25 and 17-25. They defeated 
Jarvis Christian College Nov. 8 
morning 25-8, 25-12 and 25-21. 
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Volleyball team advances to RRAC tourney
UTB/TSC Volleyball Team Captain Katie Japp is honored Nov. 8. Japp, a senior kinesiology major who is graduating next month, played 
for three seasons with the Scorpions. Shown with Japp are (from left) her grandmother, Doris Hoier; mother, Sandra Japp; father, Ted 
Japp; Director of Intercollegiate Athletics Vernon Mumret; and volleyball Head Coach John Barnes. 
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Bitter end for women’s soccer season
Forward Anais Gonzalez resists pressure from a Northwood University player during 
a Nov. 7 semifinal game in the Red River Athletic Conference Tournament. The game 
against Northwood was the senior’s last game with the Scorpions.
DieGo leRma/ColleGian 
Reprinted from The Collegian 
Online
FORT WORTH--The 
UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer 
Team will not repeat the Red 
River Athletic Conference 
tournament championship, 
as it fell 2-1 to Northwood 
University in a hard-fought 
game Nov. 7 at Texas Wesleyan 
University’s Martin Field. 
  The game had scarcely started 
when Northwood’s Angelica 
Mendoza saw a weakness in 
the Scorpion defensive line and 
scored the first goal.
But the Scorpions were not 
ready to just roll over and lose. 
They kept up the pressure on 
the Knights, seeking to even the 
score.
Such an opportunity came 
in at the eighth minute of the 
first half, when forward Verena 
Wonsikowski, on an assist by 
defender Sara DiBenedetto, 
sent the ball sailing into the 
opponent’s net for the 1-1. 
    The game then developed into a 
stalemate, with both sides creating 
opportunities but being unable 
to cement any further leads. 
    The stalemate lasted well into 
the second half, and there seemed 
to be no doubt that the game 
would go into overtime. But, the 
Knights did not want a repeat of 
the Oct. 4 game where they fell 
2-1 in overtime to the Scorpions 
at Brownsville’s Morningside 
Park. This want, this drive 
made them keep up the pressure 
in the Scorpion danger zone. 
  Forty minutes into the second half, 
Northwood forward Evelina Viri 
scored on a free kick opportunity 
for the 2-1, a goal that took the 
wind out of the Scorpions’ sails. 
    The Scorpions fought on to the 
very end, but they could not even 
the score and were defeated by 
Northwood University.
Captain and defender 
Carling Rootes was optimistic 
in the face of the defeat. 
    “I think, just working 
hard again, we got all spring 
season to get our feet back, 
learn new stuff, just training 
harder, and we’ll be good.” 
    She said the highlights of 
her season were “getting to 
know everyone, playing with 
[the team], and being together.” 
   Rootes was one of the few players 
returning from last year’s team. 
 Senior forward Anais 
Gonzalez reflected on the loss. 
   “I think they wanted it more 
than we did,” Gonzalez said. “We 
thought we were going to win. We 
thought we were going to play 
tomorrow, and instead of focusing 
on this game, we focused on 
tomorrow’s game, and we lost.” 
    The game against Northwood 
was her last with the team. 
   Head Coach Nik Barjaktarevic 
talked about the reasons for the loss. 
   “It’s a game of soccer, a little bit 
of luck. …We have a very young 
team, it’s a bit of inexperience as 
well,” Barjaktarevic said. “Both 
goals … came off our mistakes, 
they came in the back, but then 
again, we still need to score. We 
got scored on early, [but] we got 
back in the game. I think from 
then on we had a bit of an edge, 
we just couldn’t get a goal.” 
   Assistant Coach Christian 
Galluci said, “The girls worked 
really hard, and it was a pretty 
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
• See ‘Soccer’ Next page
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer
Head Coach Dan Balaguero will not be 
there when the UTB/TSC Men’s Soccer 
Team plays in the Nov. 22 opening round 
match of the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics national soccer 
tournament.
Balaguero said it was a NAIA decision, 
but declined further comment.
However, after a well-deserved rest, 
the UTB/TSC Men’s Soccer Team has 
resumed practice at Morningside Park in 
preparation for the match. 
Their opponent was yet to be determined 
as of press time Thursday.
“We just had our first practice today. 
… We’re getting back into the swim of 
things,” Balaguero said. “We went on a 
run on South Padre Island [Wednesday]”
He also said the team was excited about 
getting back onto the field. 
The Scorpions defeated the Huston-
Tillotson University Rams 1-0 on Nov. 8 
in golden goal overtime to clinch the Red 
River Athletic Conference Tournament 
championship.
Played at Texas Wesleyan University’s 
Martin Field, it was a game of attrition. 
For two halves, the Scorpion forwards 
dictated the plays, but could not capitalize 
on opportunities. All the while, the Rams 
made some dangerous counterattacks into 
Scorpion territory that were repelled by the 
iron wall that defenders Dave Purser, Brian 
Hardie and Darren O’Connor formed, or 
by Scorpion goalie Juan Gamboa.
In the first overtime, the Scorpions were 
determined to end the game. A few minutes 
into the first overtime, forward Fernando 
Mendoza rushed into the enemy’s danger 
zone and fired off a shot toward the 
goalie’s unprotected right side that sailed 
into the net for the game-winning 1-0.
“It’s a great feeling, but to be fair, when 
you score those goals, [the] first thing 
that comes to your mind is the whole 
team, working hard during 90 minutes,” 
Mendoza said about scoring the game-
winning goal and the victory. “It’s not 
about me, it’s the whole team.”
Gamboa said, “I feel very excited, the 
whole team is ecstatic. It’s our second 
championship here in the conference 
tournament and it feels good.”
The Scorpions played the game without 
Balaguero, who received a red card in 
Friday’s semifinal as he walked onto the 
field to check on Gamboa, who was on 
the ground after a collision with a Texas 
Wesleyan University player. He was a 
spectator for the duration of the game. 
Assistant Coach Andy Ravanello was 
confident about the team’s success, even 
with Balaguero’s absence on the bench.
“Dan and I, we have so much belief in 
this team,” Ravanello said. “The belief 
and trust is there. We always knew that 
we had what it takes to win. So there was 
never any doubt in our minds that we 
could win today.”
Going to nationals will not be new for 
Balaguero, who was there before in 2005, 
as head coach of the Virginia Intermont 
College Cobras, alongside Mendoza, 
Purser and midfielder James McCarron.
 “It’s a great experience,” Mendoza 
said about returning to the national stage. 
“I think they all deserve it, the coaching 
staff, the school deserves it.”
McCarron agreed.
“It’s a very special experience, but [the 
players] deserve it,” he said. “Getting up 
at 6 o’clock every morning for the past 
three months, we deserve it.”
Balaguero had his own views.
“I think it’s unbelievable,” he told The 
Collegian after the game, “I’ve taken over 
programs, but when you start [a] program 
from Day 1, it’s all you. But to do it here, 
in two years, I think it’s unbelievable. It’s 
not really me, it’s all about the players.” 
The men’s soccer team had a spectacular 
run in 2008, ending the overall season 13-
4. Here are other highlights:
--The team finished 7-0 in conference 
for the second straight year, effectively 
making the Scorpions the most 
formidable team in the conference. 
--The team is sixth in the nation in shutouts 
after blanking 10 opponents in the season. 
--The Scorpions were 
undefeated at home this season. 
--Mendoza ranks 13th in the nation in 
game-winning goals per game, and 35th 
in the nation of goals per game. He also 
broke the school record for most goals in 
a single game (six) on Oct. 16 in the 11-0 
rout of Bacone College.
--Said rout also broke the school record for 
largest winning margin in a single game. 
--Midfielder Steve Howard is ranked 
22nd in the nation in assists per game. 
--Mendoza, Purser, Hardie and midfielder 
Filiberto Cortinas were named first team 
all-conference. Mendoza and Purser 
received this award last year, as well. 
--O’Connor, McCarron, Howard 
and Gamboa were named 
second team all-conference. 
--Mendoza and Hardie were respectively 
named RRAC offensive and defensive 
players of the year.
--Mendoza and Purser were also 
named RRAC offensive and defensive 
players for the week of Nov. 3-9. 
--Balaguero was named RRAC coach of 
the year for the second consecutive year.
SportSThe Collegian November 17, 2008 • Page 17
Scorpions repeat RRAC championship
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
The 2008 Red River Athletic Conference Tournament Champions. Back row: Enrique Rivera, Jose Galvan, Juan 
Gamboa, Ruben Chipuli, Juan Nava, Darren O’Connor, head coach Dan Balaguero, Draion McNain, Filiberto 
Cortinas. Middle row: Assitant coach Andy Ravanello, Brian Hardie, Fernando Mendoza, Dave Purser, Antonio 
Vernaschi,  Ricki Rodriguez.  Bottom row: Chris Scott, James McCarron, Steve Howard.
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even game, but in the end of the day, it was a close game, so it 
could have gone either way.”
 Barjaktarevic  and  Gallucci      are    optimistic   about the 
team’s future.
   “We’ll have a lot more upperclassmen,” Galluci said. “This 
year we had a pretty young team. We had eight freshmen on the 
starting lineup. So they get some experience from this year [and] 
it definitely helps the team out when you have experience.”
“We have an amazing group of players, really talented 
players, and it’s going to be exciting for us to see them grow,” 
Barjaktarevic said.
The women’s team does not go home empty-
handed. Besides splitting the conference season title, 
it had four players make first team all-conference, 
and three players make second team all-conference. 
Named to the first team were forwards Linette Cuvillier and 
Wonsikowski, midfielder Helen Wagstaff and Rootes.
Cuvillier was also named RRAC freshman of the year.
Named to the second team were forward Rochelle Bryan, 
midfielder Milica Mihajlovic and defender DiBenedetto.
The Scorpions were 8-6-1 in season (6-1 in conference) as 
they headed into the tournament.
Soccer
Continued from previous page
Most Wanted wins Valley flag football championship
UTB/TSC’s Most Wanted is 
second to none, winning the Valley 
Bowl Flag Football Championship 
in Mission, held Oct. 31-Nov. 2 .
The event was hosted by the 
University of Texas-Pan American. 
“We finally won it. Kind of 
enjoying it, finally,” team captain 
Robert Gaytan told The Collegian 
in a telephone interview Nov.5. “It 
is my last year, and everybody was 
kind of happy. There was a couple 
of us on the team, that are seniors 
also, who were kind of elated as 
well.”
Two UTB/TSC teams competed 
in the tournament, selected 
from the flag football intramural 
championships.  Originally, teams 
Trojans and Quakers were set to 
represent the university, but the 
Trojans could not attend, leaving 
third place Most Wanted to go.
This is UTB/TSC’s first 
championship after placing second 
in the tournament the last three 
years.
Most Wanted faced a Texas State 
Technical College team in the first 
round, a South Texas College team 
in the second round and a UT-Pan 
American team in the third round. 
For the championship game, the 
team outpaced UT-Pan American’s 
Border Jumpers 40-27, Gaytan 
said.
“[The] biggest challenge was 
some of us playing through injuries 
we had gotten the week before, 
because we went to the Island Bowl 
in Corpus, and we ended up getting 
third place over there,” Gaytan 
said.
Most Wanted hopes to participate 
in the national tournament next 
month in New Orleans, but is 
seeking sponsors. 
“The team wants to go, it’s just 
that the burden, a lot of us are 
college students and not everybody 
works, and the ones that do work, 
we only work part time,” Gaytan 
said. “We really can’t pay it out of 
our pocket, and we would like to 
ask people to help.”
Also representing UTB/TSC at 
the Valley Bowl were The Quakers, 
who did not make the playoffs.
The Valley Bowl caps an end to 
a flag football season that began 
earlier this month. 
In the men’s division, The 
Quakers defeated the Trojans 28-16 
in the championship game.
In the co-rec division, Blitz 
defeated Smoke 42-19.
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
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Green
Continued from Page 1
But plastic bottles weren’t the 
class’ first recycling item.
“A lot of the students were kind 
of just thinking about what we could 
do on campus, but we couldn’t just 
do all different types of recycling,” 
said Mara Contreras, a senior 
environmental science major and 
a former member of the class. “We 
would have to do one thing at a time. 
We saw that there was a really big 
need in paper recycling.” 
The class divided the work into 
groups. Some students conducted 
surveys asking whether the 
community would participate if bins 
were placed on campus; others made 
a list of where the paper bins should 
be located.
The program’s first effort was 
placing bins in every department 
office, computer labs, the 
International Technology, Education 
and Commerce Center and the library 
for recycling paper and cardboard.
From there, a recycling committee 
was formed on which students, 
faculty and staff serve. 
“Up to today, UTB has recycled 
15,000 pounds of office paper and 
5,000 pounds of cardboard,” said 
Elizabeth Heise, an assistant professor 
in the Chemistry and Environmental 
Sciences Department and a member 
of the recycling committee. 
The university has 150 bins for 
paper and cardboard.
The paper bins were paid with 
a grant from Wal-Mart and a grant 
Heise received to expand her research 
in environmental science.
The committee’s second effort was 
to expand to recycle plastic bottles.
In the class, Contreras and others 
in her group came up with the idea 
of building a container for plastic 
bottles in the “Think Before You 
Throw” project. 
The pilot container was placed 
last year in the MO building, which 
is located in front of the Science and 
Engineering Technology Building 
and is still being used.
“It’s got a flap and you lift the flap 
and put the bottle in and that keeps 
the bugs out,” Heise said. 
Surveys showed that students 
buy more drinks in plastic bottles 
while faculty and staff buy drinks in 
aluminum cans.
In 2007, UTB/TSC’s vending 
machines sold 250,000 plastic 
bottles, according to Heise. 
The paper and cardboard are picked 
up once a week by Brownsville Scrap 
Paper Inc., located at 5850 FM 511.
The center is family-owned and 
has been operating for the last 13 
years.
“I would consider us more of a 
collection center rather than a recycle 
center, because we don’t process the 
material, we ship it to where they 
actually recycle the material,” said 
Ruben Guerrero, the company’s 
warehouse manager.
UTB/TSC and Brownsville Scrap 
Paper Inc. have a trial-basis contract, 
“to be able to establish how much 
we can pay UTB for the recycled 
material,” Guerrero said.
“Like it states on the contract, the 
trial basis is so we can make sure that 
we make money before we can pay 
money,” he said.
The price of paper and cardboard 
varies each month. In October, a 
pound of paper was worth 3 cents and 
cardboard was worth three-quarters 
of a cent.
“It’s just like the stock market, 
it goes up and it goes down, and 
I had to explain right now that all 
commodities have just plummeted, 
regardless if it’s metal, plastic or 
paper,” Guerrero said.
He expects the campus to produce 
enough recyclable material to make 
money.
“We are confident UTB will grow 
and we will keep on receiving more 
and more containers to be able to 
recycle,” Guerrero said.
The center collects between 
800 and 1,200 tons of paper and 
cardboard per month and 2,000 
pounds of plastic.
Students are not the only ones 
trying to help the environment.
Diana Dominguez, an assistant 
professor in the English and 
Communication Department, said 
she has become more involved and 
aware of the environment in the last 
five years. 
“I felt I needed to practice what I 
preach, and so I’ve become extremely 
aware of just the things that I buy, as 
well as how I throw away things, 
and I have become less wasteful,” 
Dominguez said.
She has four bins in her home. She 
recycles paper, cardboard, plastic and 
aluminum cans.  
“What we found when we started 
doing this is that it really doesn’t 
take that much more time or effort 
to simply make sure [the cans] are 
rinsed a little bit and put into there,” 
Dominguez said. “What we have 
found is that we have cut the amount 
of garbage that we put out in the curb 
every week by more than half.”
She encourages students to inform 
themselves about the recycling 
program and to take a few minutes to 
help out.
“This is where college students 
can get involved because they are the 
next generation,” Dominguez said. 
“This is the world that they are going 
to inherit, and so what kind of world 
do they want to inherit?” Matthew LerMa/CoLLegian photos
An automatic baler compresses paper at Brownsville Scrap Paper Inc.
The plastic bottle recycling bin is located 
in the MO building and is part of UTB/
TSC’s “Think Before You Throw” program. 
Currently, it is the only one on campus 
but the Coca-Cola Co. will donate 80 bins 
later this semester. 
UTB/TSC celebrará la Semana 
de Educación Internacional con un 
festival de comida internacional, 
una callejoneada, tardeadas 
poéticas y conciertos musicales. 
Estos eventos son gratuitos, se 
invita a la comunidad en general a 
que participe.
La Semana de Educación 
Internacional se celebra en la 
universidad y en todo Estados 
Unidos durante el mes de 
noviembre. 
En el 2000, el Presidente Bill 
Clinton creó esta tradición para 
promover las diferentes culturas 
y la importancia de la educación 
internacional, así como de los 
programas de intercambio. 
“La celebración de la Semana 
Internacional es una iniciativa del 
gobierno para fomentar la cultura 
internacional en los Estados 
Unidos”, dijo Aragelia Salazar-
Figueroa, asesora de estudiantes 
internacionales del Departamento 
de Servicios para Estudiantes 
Internacionales.
Esta celebración inició el viernes 
con la presentación del novelista y 
poeta Rolando Hinojosa-Smith en 
el VII Congreso Binacional “Letras 
en el Estuario”. 
 La feria de mercado “Ten 
Thousand Villages” comienza hoy, 
ahí se podrán adquirir productos 
de distintos países como India y 
Ecuador. 
“[Ten Thousand Villages] es una 
organización que ayuda a que se 
vendan esos artículos y a la vez 
ayuda a la gente de esos países, es 
una entrada [de dinero] para ellos”, 
dijo Salazar-Figueroa. 
Esta feria se llevará a cabo toda 
la semana de 10 a.m. a 6 p.m. en 
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Tríos” a partir 
de las 7:15 p.m., en el patio a 
lado de las canchas de tenis (Free 
Speech Area). Durante la tardeada, 
los estudiantes y profesorado 
recitarán poemas y disfrutarán de 
la interpretación musical del trío 
Gema. 
Con motivo de la Semana de 
Educación Internacional, la Oficina 
de la Decana de Estudiantes 
auspiciará la “Feria del Pasaporte”, 
de 10 a.m. a 4 p.m. el miércoles 
y jueves en el edificio Mary Rose 
Cárdenas Norte 103. La comunidad 
universitaria que quiera tramitar su 
pasaporte deberá llamar al 882-
5141 para separar una cita.
 El miércoles, empezando a las 
11 a.m., se llevará a cabo “Your 
Name in Different Languages”, 
entre los edificios Mary Rose 
Cárdenas Norte y Sur. Estudiantes 
internacionales y profesores 
escribirán en diferentes 
idiomas los nombres 
de quienes asistan. 
Ese mismo día, 




unirse al evento 
podrán cantar y 
beber jugo de uva 
(en representación 




comenzará a las 6:30 p.m. a 
lado de las canchas de tenis. La 
Estudiantina Azul y Fuego de 
UTB/TSC encabezará el recorrido 
que terminará en el Gran Salón del 
edificio Unión Estudiantil. 
A las 7 p.m. iniciará el 
“Festival Cultural”, compuesto 
por interpretaciones de poemas, 
canto de operas españolas, y bailes 
folklóricos y de flamenco. Estas 
interpretaciones serán realizadas 
por organizaciones estudiantiles. 
Para cerrar el día, habrá una taquiza 
para 300 personas, patrocinada por 
el Ministerio Católico del Campus, 
comentó Salazar-Figueroa. 
La noche del jueves, a las 8 p.m., 
un grupo de estudiantes realizarán 
una “Camerata Concertante” en el 
patio enseguida de las canchas de 
tenis. En este concierto de música 
clásica se interpretarán temas de 
películas extranjeras que han sido 
ganadoras del Premio Grammy. Al 
mismo tiempo, algunas escenas de 
las películas serán reproducidas en 
una pantalla. 
El evento que marcará el final 
de esta semana es el Festival de 
Comida Internacional, de 12 p.m. a 
1 p.m. el viernes, en el Gran Salón. 
Las personas que asistan podrán 
disfrutar de platillos originarios de 
distintos países.
Salazar-Figueroa dijo que la 
serie de eventos fueron planeados 
con el “propósito [de] hacer sentir 
al estudiante como en su casa, y 
que mejor forma que ese mismo 
estudiante venga y comparta 
su cultura con las personas que 
vivimos aquí”.
La Semana de Educación 
Internacional es auspiciada por el 
Departamento de Servicios para 
Estudiantes Internacionales y 
Multiculturales de UTB/TSC. Para 
mayores informes llame al 882-
7983 o mande un correo electrónico 
a aragelia.salazar@utb.edu.  











Clasificación: Estudiante de 
último año
Reconocimientos: Lista 
del Decano: Otoño 2007 y 
Primavera 2008.
Pasatiempos: “Fútbol y la 
guitarra”.
A c t i v i d a d e s 
extracurriculares: “Estoy en 
la Sociedad de Contabilidad”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? 
“Recibirme y pasar el examen 
de certificación de contadores 
públicos (CPA)”
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto 
más grande? “Asistir a la 
universidad y completarla 
mientras trabajo”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de 
la universidad, qué harías? 
“Que hubiera más variedad en 
las clases de tercer y último año 
porque las ofrecen una vez al 
año”.
¿Qué te gusta de la 
universidad? “Que es como 
una comunidad y los profesores 
son accesibles”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los 
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso? 
“Que se apliquen y que lo 
tomen en serio”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los 
estudiantes para estudiar 
antes de un examen? “Que no 
se esperen hasta la última hora 
o dos horas antes del examen 
para estudiar, que lo [estudien] 
con tiempo”.









Tacho en una 
escena de 
“Zapatista: 








Se presenta la obra de teatro ‘Zapatista’
Inicia la Semana de Educación Internacional
Rebekah S. Gómez/ColleGian
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